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again put upon him. Then followed a somewhat ghastly
scene, as the chair was hoisted into the air and the dead
prelate was borne by men in slow procession a number of
times around the church, while the mitre shook and almost
Ml over. Outside the church the body was seated in a sort
of sedan-chair with curtains, and carried to a large oak,
where it rested during the delivery of speeches by a number
of laymen. Then the bishops and chief guests returned to
the convent for dinner, with more speeches, at least one of
which contained a reference to the coming patriarch. In
the meantime the sedan-chair had again been raised on
the shoulders of peasants, who were bearing it two thousand
feet or more up the steep mountain-side to the little village
of 'Ashqut, where the patriarch had been born of poor and
humble parents. Many relations followed with the peasants
of the district. As the procession approached a village,
the men of the place would come out and put their shoulders
under the sedan-chair, to bear it to the next village. The
interment was in a vault of the church of 'Ashqut, where,
in accordance with the universal Eastern rule for the burial
of bishops, the body of the patriarch was seated in a chair.
At the church of Ghosta, referred to already, two bishops
are buried in vaults or chambers in the thick walls of the
church itself.

III.   THE CHURCH YEAR

The Greek Orthodox and the Jacobite Churches still fol-
low the Julian calendar, now thirteen days behind the Grego-
rian calendar, to which, as we have seen, the bodies united to
Rome, the Greek Catholic Melchites, the Syrian Catholics,
and the Maronites now conform. In 1908 the ecumenical
patriarch at Constantinople asked his synod to join him in
the effort to have the calendar referred to a committee of
scientific men chosen from the universities of the world, in
order that they might adjust, finally, the chronological dif-
ferences between the Eastern and the Western churches,
which he declared to be matters quite removed from the-
ology or churchmanship. The synod refused, but the in-